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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PREMIER’S EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.05 pm]: I wish to inform the house that 

there is a new category in the Western Australian Education Awards to reflect the vital importance of early 

childhood education. The new Western Australian Premier’s Early Childhood Teacher of the Year recognises an 

early childhood teacher for their role in delivering high-quality education for some of the state’s youngest 

students. We know that the early years of a child’s life greatly influence later learning and life outcomes. 

Learning starts from birth, but once a child enters the school system, it is up to dedicated early childhood 

teachers to ensure that the child is on track for success.  

We have made some very significant changes in early childhood education, including making preprimary 

compulsory from next year because we recognise early learning as the foundation for later success in school. We 

have also increased the hours of kindergarten available to Western Australian children each week and announced 

in the state budget the establishment of 10 child and parent centres to support vulnerable families with young 

children. With this award, we now want to recognise the outstanding contribution that teachers make in 

kindergarten, preprimary and years 1, 2 and 3. The person selected for this category at the WA Education 

Awards will receive a prize of $25 000, of which 50 per cent will be used to further their professional 

development. Three individual cash prizes of $2 500 each will be awarded to state finalists. 

The selection criteria are based on the National Professional Standards for Teachers and cover professional 

knowledge, professional practice and professional engagement. All recognised professionally qualified teachers 

working in Western Australian public primary schools, with a significant proportion of the week dedicated to 

classroom teaching, are eligible to apply. The WA Education Awards acknowledge outstanding teaching and 

strong leadership which create positive school environments for students to succeed in public schools.  

All categories of these awards are now open until 10 August. The Premier and I will be announcing the winners 

on 3 December. I encourage all members to support their schools with nominations for these prestigious awards. 

 


